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Open Access is a means of disseminating scholarly 
research that breaks from the traditional subscrip-
tion model of academic publishing. It has the 
potential to greatly accelerate the pace of scientific 
discovery, encourage innovation, and enrich educa-
tion by reducing barriers to access. Open Access 
shifts the costs of publishing so that readers, prac-
titioners, and researchers obtain content at no cost. 
However, Open Access is not as simple as “articles 
are free to all readers.” Open Access encompasses 
a range of components such as readership, reuse, 
copyright, posting, and machine readability. Within 
these areas, publishers and funding agencies have 
adopted many different policies, some of which are 
more open and some less open. In general, the more 
a journal’s policies codify immediate availability and 
reuse with as few restrictions as possible, the more 
open it is.

Journals can be more open or less open,  
but their degree of openness is intrinsically  
independent from their:	

www.arl.org/sparc

www.plos.org

www.oaspa.org

Defining Open Access for Journals This Guide Is A Collaboration Among:How To Use This Guide
In 2002, the Budapest Open Access Initiative  
articulated the basic tenets of Open Access for the 
first time. Since then, thousands of journals have ad-
opted policies that embrace some or all of the Open 
Access core components related to: readership, reuse, 
copyright, posting, and machine readability. However, 
not all Open Access is created equal. For example, a 
policy that allows anyone to read an article for free 
six months after its publication is more open than a 
policy that creates a twelve month embargo; it is also 
less open than a policy that allows for free reading 
immediately upon publication.

This guide will help you move beyond the seemingly 
simple question, “Is this journal open access?” and 
toward a more productive alternative, “HowOpenIsIt?”

Use it to:
•	Understand the components that define 
 	 Open Access journals 

•	Learn what makes a journal more open vs. less open

•	Make informed decisions about where to publish

O p e n  A c c e s s  S p e c t r u m

How Open Is It?

• Impact • Prestige • Quality of Peer Review
• Peer Review Methodology • Sustainability 
• Effect on Tenure & Promotion • Article Quality
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Article full text, metadata, citations, 
& data, including supplementary 
data, may be crawled or accessed
through a community standard  

API or protocol

Article full text, metadata, citations, & 
data, including supplementary data,

provided in community machine-
readable standard formats through a 
community standard API or protocol

Article full text  
& metadata not available in
machine-readable format

Article full text, metadata, &  
citations may be crawled or  

accessed without special  
permission or registration

Journals make copies  
of articles automatically available  
in trusted third-party repositories 

(e.g., PubMed Central) 
within 6 months

Journals make copies of articles  
automatically available in trusted

third-party repositories (e.g.,  
PubMed Central) immediately 

upon publication

No automatic posting in
third-party repositories

Author may post final version  
of the peer-reviewed manuscript

(“postprint”) to any repository  
or website

Author may post  
any version to any 

repository or website

Author may not deposit
any versions to repositories  

or websites

Author holds copyright,
with some restrictions  

on author reuse of  
published version

Author holds
copyright with
no restrictions

Publisher holds copyright,  
with no author reuse of published 

version beyond fair use

Reuse, remixing, &
further building upon the work  

subject to certain restrictions  
& conditions (e.g., CC BY-NC  

& CC BY-SA licenses)

Generous reuse &  
remixing rights  

(e.g., CC BY license)

No reuse rights beyond fair use/ 
limitations & exceptions to copyright  
(all rights reserved copyright) to read

Journals make copies of  
articles automatically available in 

trusted third-party repositories 
(e.g., PubMed Central) within  

12 months

Author may post final  
version of the peer-reviewed  
manuscript (“postprint”) to  

certain repositories  
or websites

Author may post  
submitted version/draft of final  

work (“preprint”) to certain  
repositories or websites

Article full text,
metadata, & citations may  

be crawled or accessed  
with permission

Publisher holds copyright,  
with some allowances for author 

reuse of published version 

Publisher holds copyright,  
with some allowances for  

author and reader reuse of  
published version 

Reuse (no remixing or
further building upon the
work) subject to certain

restrictions and conditions  
(e.g., CC BY-ND license)

Free readership rights
to all articles after an embargo  

of no more than 6 months

Free readership rights  
to all articles immediately  

upon publication

Subscription,  membership,
pay-per-view, or other fees  
required to read all articles

Free readership rights
to all articles after an embargo  

greater than 6 months

Free and immediate
readership rights to some,  

but not all, articles
(including “hybrid” models)



 

Ho
 

 
Q1
 
A1
po
Ac
 
Q2
 
A2
en
to 
 

Q3
 
A3
rel
rep
 
Q4
In
 
A4
lea
fre
ev
eff
 
In 
Bu
 
Q5
 
A5
(S
As
fee
 

Q6
 
A6
 
Q7
 
A7
ex
no
bo
 
 

 

owOpenIsIt

1: Is this gu

1: The guide’s
olicies. It also 
ccess (OA) re

2: How can 

2: The guide w
nables you to 
the six core c

3: How doe

3: The Open A
late to the dep
positories. 

4: The "How
itiative (BO

4: In 2002, BO
aders of the O
ee access to s
veryone—free
forts and allow

September 2
udapest Decla

5: Who crea

5: The guide w
PARC) and P

ssociation (OA
edback from 6

6: May I prin

6: Yes, provid

7: May I ma

7: Yes, you m
xample that sh
ot presently be
odies. In addit

? Open Acc

uide meant t

s primary aim
provides a re
quired for the

I use this g

will help you m
evaluate a jou

components o

s this chart

Access Spect
position of pa

w to Use thi
AI). What is

OAI articulate
OA movement
scholarly rese
e of charge an
w authors to r

012, the BOA
aration. 

ated the gui

was created a
Public Library 
ASPA). The in
60 responden

nt the guide

ded that it ret

rk where m

may publicize w
hows the prec
eing evaluate
tion, we have 

cess Spectr

to apply to 

m is to help aut
source for fun

eir policies and

guide to ass

make an infor
urnal’s policie
of OA. 

t relate to so

trum (OAS) is
pers in institu

s Guide" pa
s that? 

d the basic te
t. OA advocat

earch, much o
nd without mo
reach a larger

AI issued a ne

ide? 

as a collabora
of Science (P

nitial draft of th
nts from 11 co

e and distrib

ains the attrib

y policy or 

where your pu
cise position o
d by SPARC,
posted a vers

 

rum FAQ  

publishers,

thors make in
nders and oth
d mandates.

sess a journ

rmed decision
es with respec

o-called "gr

s focusing prim
utional reposit

age in the O

enets of OA fo
tes have work

of which is pub
st copyright a
r number of re

ew set of reco

ative project b
PLOS), in con
he guide was
ountries. 

bute it? 

bution to the 

publication

ublication or p
of PLOS on th
 PLOS, or OA
sion that you 

, journals, f

nformed decis
her organizatio

nal's degree

n about where
ct to where the

reen" OA? 

marily on journ
tories as well 

OAS mentio

or the first time
ked for the pa
blicly funded.
and licensing 
eaders. 

mmendations

y the Scholar
junction with
 improved thr

creators of t

n is on the O

policy is on th
he OAS. Howe
ASPA, and ar
can mark-up 

funders, pol

sions on wher
ons to help es

e of openne

e you elect to 
ey are on the

nal policies. It
as the autom

ons the Bud

e. The initial r
ast decade to 
Making the r
restrictions—

s, which reaff

rly Publishing
the Open Acc

rough a public

he guide (see

OAS? 

e OAS. PLOS
ever, please b
re not being s
called, Asses

licy makers

re to publish b
stablish criter

ess? 

publish your 
e Open Acces

t therefore inc
mated deposit

apest Open

recommendat
provide the p

research publ
—will accelerat

firmed and ex

 and Academ
cess Scholar
c comment pe

e Q17, below

S has posted 
be advised th

sanctioned by 
ss Where You

Revise

s, or authors

based on jour
ria for the leve

research bec
ss Spectrum a

cludes aspect
ion in specific

n Access 

tions were de
public with un
icly available
te scientific re

panded on th

mic Resources
ly Publishers
eriod, which g

w). 

on its  website
hat such “rank

any of the sp
u Are On the O

1

ed 2/12/13 

s? 

rnal 
el of Open 

cause it 
as it relates 

ts that 
c 

eveloped by 
restricted, 
to 

esearch 

he original 

s Coalition 

generated 

e an 
kings” are 
ponsoring 
OA Grid. 



 

Q8
 
A8
do
rea
pu
to 
sta
re
su

Q9
 
A9
 

Q1
fre
 
A1
for
Re
art
hy
“do
 
Q1
Co
 
A1
thr
sh
 
Q1
em
 
A1
Alt
sh
lon
 
Q1
 
A1
su
im
Wi
Fo
sp
us
art
ma
ma
the
 

 

8: Why did 

8: PLOS did
oes not exist
adability and

ublishers of t
understand 

andards that
presented in

upplementary

9: May I pre

9: Yes, please

10: So-calle
ee. Why are

10: Hybrid jou
r an author to
eader rights c
ticle based on

ybrid model m
ouble dip”- tak

11: What is 
opyrights se

11: Creative C
rough free leg
are and use c

12: With res
mbargo. How

12: In genera
though the Au
ould view any

nger the emba

13: What ar

13: To achiev
pport new res
portant that p
ithout these ri

or example, w
pecies in onlin
e and reuse m
ticles and tha
aterials to pro
aterial and the
e possibilities

PLOS not g

 not get the 
t today. PLO
d the automa
the next dec
where to fin

t will make s
n our papers
y material.  

esent all or p

e see A17 for 

ed "hybrid jo
e they listed

urnals are sub
pay a fee to 
over the right
n the choice o
akes an articl
king money to

Creative Co
ection? 

Commons is a
gal tools. Thei
creative work 

spect to Aut
w do these 

l, policies that
uthor Posting 
y time delay a
argo period, t

re remixing 

ve the full pote
search. Poten
potential users
ights users m

when a new sp
ne services su
materials we c
t parts of thos

ovide a compe
e possibilities

s. 

get the high

highest sco
OS believes w
ated discove

cade. In parti
nd articles an
shared data 
s (e.g., tables

part of this 

proper attribu

ournals" co
d as very res

bscription jour
make their ar
t of readers fo
of the authors
le OA, not the
o make article

ommons? W

a nonprofit org
ir copyright lic
— on conditi

thor Postin
fit into the 

t restrict free a
Rights colum

associated wit
he less open 

reuse rights

ential of OA m
ntial uses inclu
s have the rig
ay not be abl

pecies is desc
uch as Wikipe
can ensure th
se articles, su
elling article. T
s are limited o

 

hest score f

re for Machi
we still have
ery and use 
icular, there 
nd to identify
useful. Ther
s) and more

content on

ution. 

ontain certa
stricted on t

rnals that both
rticle available
or articles in a
 to pay an ad

e journal . Thi
es OA without

What are the

ganization tha
censes provid
ons of the cre

g, some pu
OAS? 

and immediat
mn does not ex
th any version
the policy. 

s, and why

material, it is c
ude translatio
hts to reuse t
e to create ne

cribed in a res
edia or the Enc
hat potential c
uch as images
This is just on
nly by our ima

for the mac

ne Readabi
 work to do 
of content is
is much wo

y the parts o
re is also wo
 generally h

 a slide, we

ain articles t
the Reader 

h collect subs
e outside of th
 publication a
ditional fee to
s allows som
t reducing the

e Creative C

at enables the
de a simple, st
eator’s choice

blishers ha

te accessibilit
xplicitly addre
n of an article

are they im

crucial that pa
on, summary,
the work as w
ew pieces of r
search article,
cyclopedia of 

contributors ha
s and audio or
ne example of
agination, pro

chine reada

lity, as a com
here, as do 

s perhaps th
rk to be don

of an article, 
ork to be don
ow data is d

ebsite, or in

that are mad
Rights sca

cription fees f
he subscriber
and the hybrid
o liberate their
e publishers o

eir subscriptio

Commons l

e sharing and
tandardized w

e. 

ave generou

ty of articles a
ess the time e
e to be a state

mportant? 

pers can be r
and reanalys

well as to com
research, info
, it can be of i
f Life. By prov
ave the rights
r video record
f potential dow
ovided we give

ability comp

mmunity sta
all publishe

he major cha
ne on making
and creating

ne on improv
described wi

other mate

de immedia
ale? 

for their journ
rs. 
d option only a
r paper. The 
of hybrid journ

on fees. 

icenses ref

 use of creati
way to give th

us policies a

are less open 
embargo scen
e that is less th

read and also
sis of data. To
bine it with ot

ormational, or
interest to cre
viding clear sta
s to use the m
dings, can be 
wnstream reu
e people the p

ponent? 

ndard API o
rs. Machine 

allenge for sc
g it easy for 
g widely use
ving the way
thin the pap

erial? 

ately availab

nal and offer a

addresses a s

nals to 

ferenced in 

vity and know
he public perm

after a certa

than polices
nario, users of
han fully open

o reused in ma
o make this po
ther work, or “
r educational m
eate articles o
atements of t

material to crea
combined wi

uses of schola
permission to

2

or protocol 

cholarly 
machines 

ed 
y data is 
er and 

ble for 

an option 

single 

the 

wledge 
mission to 

ain time 

that do not. 
f this guide 
n. The 

any ways to 
ossible it is 
“remix” it. 
material. 

on the new 
he rights to 
ate new 
ith other 
arly 
o explore 



 

Q1
re
 
A1
tim
pa
am
an
ca
pu
 
Q1
 
A1
oth
 
Q1
 
A1
Ho
sc
 
Q1
 
A1
Fo
 

Q1
Op
 
A1

14: Why doe
viewed man

14: Scholarly 
me it is publish
aper may be c
mong other au
n institutional r
lled the “post

ublished versio

15: How do

15: It doesn’t.
her media are

16: Is this g

16: The princi
owever, the gu
holarship ma

17: How do 

17: Please us
or more inform

18: Where c
pen Access

18: Visit http://

es it matter
nuscript) an

research can
hed. The adve
circulating on 
uthors wishing
repository or a
print” or, usin
on, for examp

es this guid

 This guide fo
e beyond the s

guide meant

iples of greate
uide itself foc
y have specif

I give prop

e this: "HowO
mation on attri

can I learn m
s Spectrum?

/creativecomm

r which vers
n author can

 undergo a nu
ent of electron
the Internet. T
g to cite a wor
a department
g NISO termi

ple. 

de apply to 

ocuses exclus
scope of this 

t to apply to

er openness, 
uses primarily

fic considerati

er attributio

OpenIsIt? Ope
bution, refer t

more about 
? 

mons.org/licens

sion of a pa
n post elsew

umber of revi
nic communic
This versionin
rk. It reduces
t website. The
inology, the “a

other OA m

sively on journ
project. 

o every scho

fewer restrict
y on the STM
ons that are n

on if I use th

en Access Sp
to this Creativ

the Creativ

ses/  

aper (e.g., th
where? 

sions betwee
cation and dis
ng issue can c
the confusion

e final version
accepted man

media (e.g., b

nals. The uniq

olarly discip

tions on reade
 (science, tec
not contempla

he Open Ac

ectrum", © 20
ve Commons

ve Common

he publishe

en the time an
ssemination h
cause confus
n when an au
n of the peer-r
nuscript”) ma

books, data

que issues as

pline? 

ership, and m
chnology, and
ated here. 

ccess Spect

012 SPARC a
resource. 

ns license th

d article, th

n author subm
as meant tha

sion among re
uthor can post
reviewed man
y lack some o

asets)? 

ssociated with

more freedom 
d medicine). O

trum? 

and PLOS, lic

hat applies t

he final peer

mits it to a jour
at multiple ver
eaders, as we
t the publishe
nuscript (some
of the formatt

h the applicatio

to reuse are u
Other areas of

censed under

to the 

3

r-

rnal and the 
rsions of a 
ll as 

ed version in 
etimes 
ing of the 

on of OA to 

universal. 
f 

r CC BY". 


